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Want   to   Know   More?   

   View   or   download   our   Calendar   

and   Newsletters   from   Skoolbag   or   

our   school   Website.   

  

  What’s   on   
this   week?  

Monday    ~      

Tuesday      ~   

Wednesday    ~     

Thursday    ~     

Friday    -      
  
  

Our   School   Vision   
‘Inspired   by   Christ,   together   we   learn   and   grow’  

  
  

Happy   birthday   to   

From   the   Principal   
Well   I   know   last   Friday’s   news   wasn’t   what   you   wanted   to   hear.   We   are   s�ll   guided   by   advice   from   our   
Catholic   Educa�on   Office,   which   inturn,   are   in   discussions   with   the   Department   of   Educa�on   and   the   

relevant   Government   bodies.   There   has   been   an   update   to   what   we   are   doing   here   at   school   which   you   will   
receive   this   a�ernoon   via   the   skoolbag   app.   We   hope   that   this   lock   down   will   be   for   a   very   short   period   

and   we   can   get   back   to   the   rou�ne   of   school   onsite   very   soon.     
  

Enjoy   the   rest   of   the   week.     
Ma�   Uzkurai�s   



  

  

  

Summer   Davis   
  who   celebrates   her   
birthday   this   week!     

  
  

 
Upcoming   dates   

  
February    

  
Tuesday   16th   Feb    -   Shrove   
Tuesday   

  
Wednesday   17th    -   Ash   
Wednesday   

News  
Big   Breakfast   -   Tuesday   16th   Feb   
Unfortunately   due   to   the   snap   ‘lock   down’   our   Big   
Breakfast   is   unable   to   take   place.   Planning   and   
prepara�on   for   this   event   had   been   well   under   way   
however   we   also   had   the   mindset   that   it   could   be   
cancelled   at   any   �me.   I   would   like   to   thank   Rachel   
Moloney   who   was   leading   the   organisa�on   of   this   
event   along   with   a   number   of   other   parent   helpers.   
Next   year   we   will   be   bigger   and   be�er.     

  
Shrove   Tuesday     
Tomorrow   is   Shrove   Tuesday.   This   is   a   day   where   we,   
as   a   community,   celebrate   our   Big   Breakfast.   Shrove   
Tuesday   marks   the   day   before   Lent   starts.   Lent   is   an   
ancient   Chris�an   tradi�on   in   which   can   be   observed   
with   fas�ng   (a   discipline   of   going   without   food   at   
certain   �mes),   alms   giving   (the   prac�ce   of   giving   
money   or   goods   to   the   poor),   and   prayer.   This   
special   occasion   in   the   church's   liturgical   calendar   
leads   us   up   to   Easter.      

  
Ash   Wednesday   
Please  note  that  the  Parish  Ash  Wednesday  Mass  set           
for  12pm  will  not  go  ahead  due  to  the  snap            
lockdown.     

  
Sacramental   and   Liturgy   Dates   
Please  see  below  for  our  Sacramental  and  Liturgy          
Dates   for   2021.     

  

Swimming   Carnival   -   Friday   12th   February   
On   Friday   12th   we   had   our   Swimming   Carnival   with   
St   Colman’s   at   the   Mortlake   Pool.   All   students   did   
an   amazing   job   compe�ng   in   a   number   of   events   
and   our   junior   students   showing   their   skills   in   the   
water   with   some   across   the   pool   races.   Thank   you   
to   Brianna   Barr   and   the   St   Colman’s   staff   for   
organising   the   day   and   to   Airlee   Cole   who   led   the   
way   from   our   end.   See   below   to   see   a   picture   of   
our   age   champions   for   the   day.   
 
Project   Compassion   
Through   Caritas,   the   theme   for   this   year's   Project   
Compassion   is   ‘Be   More’.   Caritas   is   an   interna�onal   
aid   and   development   agency   of   the   Australian   
Catholic   Church,   they   are   driven   by   social   jus�ce   
and   the   dignity   of   every   person.   Caritas   works   with   
local   communi�es   in   Australia   and   overseas,   
listening   to   concerns,   assessing   needs   and   working   
with   partners   on   locally-led   development  
programs.   With   hope,   support   and   compassion   at   
the   core   of   what   they   do,   Caritas   works   towards   a   
world   where   all   people   may   thrive.   
When   students   come   back   to   school   we   will   be   
able   to   give   each   family   their   own   Caritas   box   
where   we   invite   you   to   put   your   spare   change   in   
over   the   Lenten   period.   A�er   the   term   1   holidays   
we   will   collect   the   box   back   and   forward   the   
money   onto   Caritas   Australia.     
    

Finance   Information   for   Parents   

Family   Assistance   Scheme   ~   are   you   eligible?   
The   Family   Assistance   Scheme,   introduced   by   the   Catholic   Diocese   of   Ballarat   offers   a   tui�on   fee   concession   to   families   who   hold   a   
current   Health   Care   Card/Centrelink   or   Veteran   Affairs   concession   card.   Families   who   qualify   for   the   scheme   will   pay   $520   per   annum   for   
primary   school   tui�on   fees.   The   discounted   fee   covers   tui�on   and   capital   fees   only.   It   does   not   cover   addi�onal   charges   such   as   camps,   
student   fees   and   excursions.   

  
To   be   eligible   you   must   produce   a   Commonwealth   Health   Care   Card   or   Pension   Card   to   the   office   (which   we   are   required   to   photocopy)   
and   complete   an   applica�on   form.    If   during   the   year   your   circumstances   change   and   you   become   eligible   for   a   Health   Care   
Card/Centrelink,   please   come   and   discuss   this   with   Linda.   Although   a   family   may   be   eligible   to   
receive   a   fee   discount,   families   may   choose   not   to   apply   for   the   fee   discount   and   pay   the   full   
school   fee.   

  
Camp,   Sports   &   Excursion   Fund   (CSEF)   
Similarly,   if   you   are   eligible   for   the   above   assistance,   then   there   is   a   strong   chance   you   will   also   
be   eligible   for   the   CSEF.   This   amount   is   aimed   at   offse�ng   the   costs   associated   with   any   
camps,   excursions   and   spor�ng   events   that   your   child   par�cipates   in.     

  
Conveyance   Allowance   
There   is   funding   available   for   families   if   you   have   to   travel   more   than   4.8km   to   pick-up   or   drop   off   students   at   Bus   pick-up   points,   
(provided   St   Thomas’   is   your   closest   catholic   school)     parents   should   apply   for   the   reimbursement   applicable   through   the   Private   Car   
Conveyance   Allowance   Applica�on.   This   form   is   available   from   the   office.   Ques�ons   regarding   this   can   be   directed   to   Linda   in   the   office.     

  
  
  
  



  

  

Sacramental   and   Liturgy   Dates   2021   

St.   Thomas’   Sacramental   &   Liturgy   Dates   2021   
Opening   Mass:    Sunday   7 th    February   @   10.30am   
    

Ash   Wednesday    Mass    Wednesday   17 th    February   @   12.00pm   
Easter   Liturgy                                          Thursday   31st   March   
Easter                     Sunday     4 th    April   

  
Reconcilia�on   Parent   Night    Wednesday   10 th    March   @   7.30pm   
Reconcilia�on   Wednesday   24th   March   @   7.30pm   
    

Confirma�on   Parent   Night                   Wednesday   21st   April   @   7.30pm   
Confirma�on   Sunday   23rd   May   (Pentecost)   @   10.30am   
    

Eucharist   Parent   Night   Wednesday   6th   October   @   7.30pm   
First   Communion   Sunday   24th   October   @   10.30am   

  
Feast   of   the   Assump�on   Thursday   August   13 th   

    
Reconcilia�on   Year   6    Thursday   2nd   December   @   11.30am   
    

Mass   of   Thanksgiving                            Sunday   12 th    December   @   10.30am   

Covid   Update   

  
COVID   Safe   Arrangements   
In   order   to   ensure   the   health   and   safety   of   all   community   members,   we   ask   that   all   families   adhere   to   the   following   guidelines.   These   
guidelines   are   set   with   our   Catholic   Educa�on   Commision   Victoria   (CECV)   School   Opera�ons   guide:   
Tes�ng-   Symptoma�c   (Feeling   unwell)   or   Asymptoma�c   
If   a   member   of   a   family   is   recommended   by   their   doctor   to   have   COVID   19   tes�ng,   this   person   is   asked   to   self   isolate   un�l   the   results   are   
known.    Any   children/siblings   of   this   family   are   requested   not   to   a�end   school   un�l   the   results   of   the   tes�ng   are   known.    This   will   
restrict   the   spread   of   possible   contact   with   the   virus   if   the   test   is   posi�ve.   This   is   a   duty   of   care   for   all   at   school.   
If   your   child   is   ill   or   is   feeling   unwell,   they   must   not   a�end   school.   They   must   remain   home   and   seek   medical   advice.   Any   unwell   children   
will   be   sent   home.   We   will   temperature   check   any   child   we   feel   is   unwell.   

  
Sick   Children   at   School   
Every   student   that   presents   to   the   sick   bay   with   cold   or   flu   like   symptoms   will   have   their   temperature   taken   and   the   first   aid   staff   
member   will   assess   the   student.   If   necessary,   we   will   send   the   student   home.     

Visitors   to   St.   Thomas'   
At   this   stage,   there   has   been   an   ease   on   parents,   volunteers   and   community   groups   entering   the   school   -   however   it   is   recommended   
that   parents   enter   for   short   periods   of   �me   only.   We   would   ask,   if   parents   do   have   to   come   in,   that   it   is   a   valid   reason   and   that   the   task   is   
completed   as   quickly   as   possible.   Any   parents/visitors   that   are   onsite   for   more   than   15   minutes,   will   need   to   sign   in   at   the   office.   We   s�ll   
advi se    parents   and   guardians   to   maximise   the   use   of   phone   (5592   1925)and   email   communica�on   with   the   school   or   directly   to   their   
child’s   teacher.     

Drop   Off   &   Pick   Up   Arrangements     
Drop   Off-   Parents   are   welcome   to   drop   off   at   the   normal   �me   from   8.30am   onwards.   All   children   will   need   to   enter   the   school   via   the   
Bolivar   Street   doorway   or   the   Playground   doorway.     
Pick   Up-   Children   being   picked   up   by   parents   or   walking   home   will   con�nue   to   do   so.   Parents   collec�ng   children   by   car,   are   asked   to   park   
in   the   church   car   park   and   wait   for   their   child/children   to   cross   the   road.   Children   riding/   walking   home   will   exit   via   the   Bolivar   Street   
doorway   or   the   Playground   doorway.   

  
Face   Masks     
Face   Masks   are   required   indoors   and   outdoors.   Obviously   this   changes   regularly.   Please   visit   
h�ps://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restric�on-levels-covid-19    to   keep   up   to   date   with   current   restric�on   levels.     

  
  
  

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19


  

  
  
  

  

Swimming   Photos   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Pastoral   Care   Worker-   clare   jehu   
Building   a   strong   relationship   with   your   school-age   child:   tips   
Children   of   all   ages   need   parents   and   caregivers   who   are   warm   and   responsive,   who   pay   them   attention,   
and   who   make   them   feel   safe.   Here   are   some   ideas   to   help   you   keep   building   this   kind   of   relationship   with   

your   school-age   child   age   five   to   eight.   
·    Give   your   child   plenty   of   positive   attention   by   showing   warmth   and   being   interested   in   what   
she’s   doing.   One   way   to   do   this   is   by   asking   follow-up   questions   when   your   child   starts   talking   –   



  

  

  

for   example,   ‘Really?   That’s   funny!   What   did   the   teacher   say   then?’   This   keeps   the   conversation   
going.   

·    Make   time   to   share   things   you   both   enjoy,    like   cooking   or   kicking   a   ball   at   the   park.   This   can   
also   give   you   a   chance   to   find   out   more   about   your   child’s   likes   and   dislikes,   his   worries   and   his   

frustrations.   

·    Avoid   asking   your   child   lots   of   questions   about   school   when   she   gets   home.   She’ll   probably   be   
tired   and   hungry.   When   you   sense   that   she’s   in   the   mood   to   talk   about   school,   simple,   positive   
and   specific   questions   can   get   her   talking   –   for   example,   ‘What   projects   are   you   working   on   at   

the   moment?’   

·    If   your   child   asks   about   tough   topics,   answer   honestly,   in   language   that   he   can   understand   –   for   
example,   ‘To   make   a   baby,   a   sperm   from   a   man   and   an   egg   from   a   woman   join   together’.   If   you   

encourage   open   communication   now,   your   child   learns   that   he   can   always   talk   to   you.   

·    Set   some   positive   family   rules   to   guide   how   your   school-age   child   treats   you   and   other   family   
members.   Rules   that   say   exactly   what   behaviour   you   expect   can   help   everyone   in   your   family   

get   along   better   –   for   example,   ‘We   say   “please”   when   we   ask   for   something’.   

·    Share   regular   family   meals.   Family   meals   can   strengthen   your   family   relationships   and   your   
child’s   sense   of   belonging.   

·    Keep   up   family   rituals   like   birthday   celebrations,   family   movie   nights   or   bike   rides   on   the   
weekend.   Rituals   create   shared   memories   and   build   family   relationships   and   bonds.   

  
  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  


