
  

  

  

     

  

  

  

 St.   Thomas’   Primary   School  
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Newsle�er   #2                                                                                                          Term   1   Week   3   2021  

  

Want   to   Know   More?   

   View   or   download   our   Calendar   

and   Newsletters   from   Skoolbag   or   

our   school   Website.   

    

What’s   on   
this   week?  

Monday    ~     Gr   3-6   Swimming   

Tuesday      ~   Gr   3-6   Swimming   

Wednesday    ~   Gr   3-6   Swimming   
-   Rest   Day   for   Preps   

Thursday    ~   Gr   3-6   Swimming   

Friday    ~   Swimming   Carnival   
Mortlake     
-   No   Assembly   

  
  

Our   School   Vision   
‘Inspired   by   Christ,   together   we   learn   and   grow’  



  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  

Happy   birthday   to   the   
fo�owing   children   

  who   celebrate   their   
birthday   this   week!     

Lexi   Kenna   
Ava   O’Connor   
Alex   Gubbins   

  
 

Upcoming   dates   
  

February    
Wednesday   3rd   Feb   un�l   
Thursday   11th   Feb    -   Gr   
3-6   Swimming   Program   

  
Friday   12th   Feb    -   
Swimming   Carnival   
(Mortlake)   

  
Tuesday   16th   Feb    -   Shrove   
Tuesday,   Big   Breakfast   

  
Wednesday   17th    -   Ash   
Wednesday   

  
  

  
  
  
  

From   the   Principal   
Hello   all,   we   had   a   very   nice   celebra�on   yesterday   at   our   Opening   Mass.   Our   theme   was   ‘Let   your   light   

shine’.   A�er   what   has   been   a   challenging   past   12   months   we   should   approach   the   year   with   op�mism   and   
enthusiasm.     

Enjoy   the   rest   of   the   week.     
Ma�   Uzkurai�s   

News  
Opening   School   Mass   -   Sunday   7th   February   
Thank  you  to  all  those  who  a�ended  our  opening           
school  Mass  yesterday.  A  special  thank  you  to  Fr           
Michael  who  led  our  celebra�on.  Also  to  Mrs          
Cavarsan  and  Michelle  Cro�  who  made  our  beau�ful          
display  at  the  church  along  with  Mrs  Cain  and  Clare            
Payne  for  their  organisa�on  of  the  Mass.  Also  to           
Marie  Ewing  and  her  choir  for  providing  the  music.           
Our  next  celebra�on  at  the  church  will  be  on  Ash            
Wednesday.     

  
Big   Breakfast   -   Tuesday   16th   Feb   
Next   Tuesday   16th   will   be   our   annual   Big   Breakfast.   
Work   has   been   well   under   way   to   make   sure   that   
this   event   can   go   forward   in   a   Covid   safe   way.   There   
is   a   le�er   a�ached   to   this   newsle�er   outlining   ways   
you   can   help   if   you   are   available   along   with   details   
about   this   event.     

  
Hats   
As   we   are   now   a   week   back   into   school   life   we   will   
be   implemen�ng   our   no   hat,   no   play   rule.   If   you   can   
please   ensure   your   child   has   a   hat   and   that   it   has   
their   own   name   on   it,   that   would   be   much   
appreciated.   

  
Junior   School   Council   Representatives   
Our  Junior  School  Council  Representa�ves  are  as         
follows:     
Prep/1B:    Harriet   Conheady   &   Jack   Gilmour   
1L:    Kira   O’Keeffe   &   Felix   Harrison     
2J:    Daisy   Dillon   &   Archer   Gleeson   
3C:    Finn   Scanlon   &   Jade   Byron     
3/4   KC:    Tiah   Moloney   &   Harper   Dillon   
5/6P:    Paddy   Scanlon   &   Ava   Conheady   
We  congratulate  these  students  and  we  are  sure          
they  will  serve  the  students  well  as  their          
representa�ves.     

  
Sacramental   and   Liturgy   Dates   
Please  see  below  for  our  Sacramental  and  Liturgy          
Dates   for   2021.     

Rest   Days   for   Foundation   Students   
A  reminder  for  the  first  term  the  Founda�on          
students  will  have  a  rest  day  each   Wednesday          
during  the  month  of   February,  once  we  arrive  in           
the  month  of  March  they  will  a�end  school  full           
�me.     

  
Swimming   Carnival   -   Friday   12th   February   
This   Friday   12th   February   we   will   be   having   our   
Swimming   Carnival   with   St   Colman’s   at   the   
Mortlake   Pool.   An   outline   of   the   day   is   as   follows:   
9am    F-6   students   leave   on   the   bus   for   Mortlake   
9:30am    -   Arrive   at   St   Colman’s,   P-2   to   stay   at   St   
Colman’s   for   ac�vi�es.   3-6   Students   off   to   the   pool   
9:45   -   12:30    -   Gr   3-6   Swimming   Events     
12:30   -   1:30    -   P-2   walk   down   and   complete   
swimming   ac�vi�es   
1:30pm    -   Presenta�on/Some   free   �me   
2:30pm    -   Bus   back   to   school   
The   Gr   3-6   students   have   nominated   themselves   to   
compete   in   many   of   the   4   strokes   -   freestyle,   
breaststroke,   backstroke   and   bu�erfly   and   we   are   
very   proud   of   their   willingness   to   get   in   and   have   a   
go.   The   F-2   program   will   be   a   mixture   of   across   the   
pool   events   and   fun   ac�vi�es.   Students   will   need   
to   bring   their   swimming   gear   and   can   wear   their   
sports   uniform   on   this   day.   We   are   happy   to   
announce   that   parents   are   able   to   a�end   this   
event.   We   will   forward   a   more   detailed   program   
and   a   permission   form   soon.     

  
Face   Masks   Indoors   
Any   parents   or   visitors   to   the   school   are   required   
to   wear   face   masks   indoors.   This   is   due   to   the   
�ghtening   of   restric�ons   that   came   into   force   late   
last   week.   We   will   keep   you   updated   once   changes   
are   made.   We   thank   you   for   your   coopera�on.     

  
  
  
  
  



  

  

Finance   Information   for   Parents   

Family   Assistance   Scheme   ~   are   you   eligible?   
The   Family   Assistance   Scheme,   introduced   by   the   Catholic   Diocese   of   Ballarat   offers   a   tui�on   fee   concession   to   families   who   hold   a   
current   Health   Care   Card/Centrelink   or   Veteran   Affairs   concession   card.   Families   who   qualify   for   the   scheme   will   pay   $520   per   annum   for   
primary   school   tui�on   fees.   The   discounted   fee   covers   tui�on   and   capital   fees   only.   It   does   not   cover   addi�onal   charges   such   as   camps,   
student   fees   and   excursions.   

  
To   be   eligible   you   must   produce   a   Commonwealth   Health   Care   Card   or   Pension   Card   to   the   office   (which   we   are   required   to   photocopy)   
and   complete   an   applica�on   form.    If   during   the   year   your   circumstances   change   and   you   become   eligible   for   a   Health   Care   
Card/Centrelink,   please   come   and   discuss   this   with   Linda.   Although   a   family   may   be   eligible   to   
receive   a   fee   discount,   families   may   choose   not   to   apply   for   the   fee   discount   and   pay   the   full   
school   fee.   

  
Camp,   Sports   &   Excursion   Fund   (CSEF)   
Similarly,   if   you   are   eligible   for   the   above   assistance,   then   there   is   a   strong   chance   you   will   also   
be   eligible   for   the   CSEF.   This   amount   is   aimed   at   offse�ng   the   costs   associated   with   any   
camps,   excursions   and   spor�ng   events   that   your   child   par�cipates   in.     

  
Conveyance   Allowance   
There   is   funding   available   for   families   if   you   have   to   travel   more   than   4.8km   to   pick-up   or   drop   off   students   at   Bus   pick-up   points,   
(provided   St   Thomas’   is   your   closest   catholic   school)     parents   should   apply   for   the   reimbursement   applicable   through   the   Private   Car   
Conveyance   Allowance   Applica�on.   This   form   is   available   from   the   office.   Ques�ons   regarding   this   can   be   directed   to   Linda   in   the   office.     

  

Traffic   &   Student   Management   

As   we   commence   a   new   year   it   is   important   for   all   community   members   to   be   aware   of   the   systems   we   have   in   place   to   ensure   all   
children   are   safe   while   travelling   to   and   from   school.     
~   if   your   child   is   a   bus   traveller   and   is   being   picked   up   by   a   parent   or   guardian   then   the   
school   requires   you   to   no�fy   your   child’s   teacher   or   the   front   office   via   phone   or   email.   
~   all   children   crossing   Bolivar   St   or   Lyons   St   are   to   do   so   at   the   Crossings   and   must   not   cross   
un�l   accompanied   by   a   teacher   or   a   parent/guardian.   Children   are   not   permi�ed   to   cross   
the   road   un�l   they   can   see   their   parents.     
~   please   ensure   that   your   child   knows   what   the   arrangements   are   for   their   a�er   school   
travel   and   only   inform   them   of   a   change   if   it   will   definitely   happen-   this   saves   them   a   great   
deal   of   worry.     

Bell   Times   and   Supervision   

Please   be   aware   of   the   following   informa�on   regarding   bell   �mes   and   supervision.   It   is   important   that   you   support   us   in   our   daily   rou�ne   
so   that   we   can   ensure   the   safety   of   all   students.   

  
8.45   Organisa�on   �me   
8.55   –   10.55   Learning   �me   
(fruit   �me   @   approx.   10.00am)   
10.55   –   11.00   Ea�ng   Time   
11.00   –   11.30   Play   �me   
11.30   –   1.00   Learning   �me   
1.00   –   1.10   Ea�ng   �me   
1.10   –   1.50   Play   �me   
1.50   –   3.20   Learning   �me   
3.20   Dismissal   bell   

  
Supervision   is   provided   by   members   of   staff   for   students   from   8.30am   un�l   3.30pm,   students   should   not   arrive   at   school   before   8.30am.   
Students   must   be   picked   up   promptly   following   the   3.20pm   bell,   if   you   are   running   late   then   please   contact   the   school.   
At   least   two   teachers   are   on   duty   at   recess   and   lunch   �mes.   
No   child   is   to   leave   school   before   the   dismissal   bell   unless   permission   has   been   granted.   In   these   circumstances   the   student   needs   to   be   
signed   out   by   an   adult   in   the   register   at   the   Office.   If   a   child   arrives   at   school   later   than   9.00am   then   they   are   to   be   signed   in   at   the   front   
office   by   an   adult.     

Sacramental   and   Liturgy   Dates   2021   



  

  

  

St.   Thomas’   Sacramental   &   Liturgy   Dates   2021   
Opening   Mass:    Sunday   7 th    February   @   10.30am   
    

Ash   Wednesday    Mass    Wednesday   17 th    February   @   12.00pm   
Easter   Liturgy                                          Thursday   31st   March   
Easter                     Sunday     4 th    April   

  
Reconcilia�on   Parent   Night    Wednesday   10 th    March   @   7.30pm   
Reconcilia�on   Wednesday   24th   March   @   7.30pm   
    

Confirma�on   Parent   Night                   Wednesday   21st   April   @   7.30pm   
Confirma�on   Sunday   23rd   May   (Pentecost)   @   10.30am   
    

Eucharist   Parent   Night   Wednesday   6th   October   @   7.30pm   
First   Communion   Sunday   24th   October   @   10.30am   

  
Feast   of   the   Assump�on   Thursday   August   13 th   

    
Reconcilia�on   Year   6    Thursday   2nd   December   @   11.30am   
    

Mass   of   Thanksgiving                            Sunday   12 th    December   @   10.30am   

Covid   Update   

COVID   Safe   Arrangements   
In   order   to   ensure   the   health   and   safety   of   all   community   members,   we   ask   that   all   families   adhere   to   the   following   guidelines.   These   
guidelines   are   set   with   our   Catholic   Educa�on   Commision   Victoria   (CECV)   School   Opera�ons   guide:   
Tes�ng-   Symptoma�c   (Feeling   unwell)   or   Asymptoma�c   
If   a   member   of   a   family   is   recommended   by   their   doctor   to   have   COVID   19   tes�ng,   this   person   is   asked   to   self   isolate   un�l   the   results   are   
known.    Any   children/siblings   of   this   family   are   requested   not   to   a�end   school   un�l   the   results   of   the   tes�ng   are   known.    This   will   
restrict   the   spread   of   possible   contact   with   the   virus   if   the   test   is   posi�ve.   This   is   a   duty   of   care   for   all   at   school.   
If   your   child   is   ill   or   is   feeling   unwell,   they   must   not   a�end   school.   They   must   remain   home   and   seek   medical   advice.   Any   unwell   children   
will   be   sent   home.   We   will   temperature   check   any   child   we   feel   is   unwell.   

  
Sick   Children   at   School   
Every   student   that   presents   to   the   sick   bay   with   cold   or   flu   like   symptoms   will   have   their   temperature   taken   and   the   first   aid   staff   
member   will   assess   the   student.   If   necessary,   we   will   send   the   student   home.     

Visitors   to   St.   Thomas'   
At   this   stage,   there   has   been   an   ease   on   parents,   volunteers   and   community   groups   entering   the   school   -   however   it   is   recommended   
that   parents   enter   for   short   periods   of   �me   only.   We   would   ask,   if   parents   do   have   to   come   in,   that   it   is   a   valid   reason   and   that   the   task   is   
completed   as   quickly   as   possible.   Any   parents/visitors   that   are   onsite   for   more   than   15   minutes,   will   need   to   sign   in   at   the   office.   We   s�ll   
advi se    parents   and   guardians   to   maximise   the   use   of   phone   (5592   1925)and   email   communica�on   with   the   school   or   directly   to   their   
child’s   teacher.     

Drop   Off   &   Pick   Up   Arrangements     
Drop   Off-   Parents   are   welcome   to   drop   off   at   the   normal   �me   from   8.30am   onwards.   All   children   will   need   to   enter   the   school   via   the   
Bolivar   Street   doorway   or   the   Playground   doorway.     
Pick   Up-   Children   being   picked   up   by   parents   or   walking   home   will   con�nue   to   do   so.   Parents   collec�ng   children   by   car,   are   asked   to   park   
in   the   church   car   park   and   wait   for   their   child/children   to   cross   the   road.   Children   riding/   walking   home   will   exit   via   the   Bolivar   Street   
doorway   or   the   Playground   doorway.   

Student   Awards   

Student   Awards    Name     Term   1   Week   2,   2021   

PREP/1   

Fletcher   Gleeson   
Max   Walsh   
All   Foundation   Students   
 

Star   of   the   Week   
Persisting   with   your   work   and   having   a   positive   attitude.   
For   making   an   amazing   start   to   their   first   year   of   school.   



  

  

  

  

Gr   1   
Wilbur   Reid   
Charlotte   Boshier   

For   never   giving   up   even   when   things   got   difficult.   
A   kind   and   caring   addition   to   our   year   1   class.   

Gr   2   
Annabelle   Blackford   
Mary   Heffernan   

For   perseverance,   even   though   it   was   difficult   you   kept   on   trying.   
For   showing   responsibility   by   bringing   in   your   reader.   

Gr   3   

Grace   Boshier   
 

Veerath   Curtis   

For   settling   in   very   well   to   St   Thomas   Primary   school   and   doing   it   with  
a   big   smile.   Welcome   Grace!   
For   having   a   fantastic   start   to   Year   3   and   approaching   all   tasks   with   
positivity!   Keep   it   up!   
 

Gr   3/4   

Nate   Irving   
Bella   Scanlon   

Making   a   positive   start   to   the   year   and   being   a   kind   friend   to   his   peers  
Being   a   delight   to   have   in   our   class   -   kind,   caring   &   hardworking!   

Gr   5/6   

Nikaiah   Murfett   
 

Brodie   Fleming   

For   settling   in   very   well   to   St   Thomas   Primary   school   and   doing   it   with  
a   big   smile.   
Always   having   a   positive   attitude   towards   his   classmates   and   any   
activity   he   does.   
 

ART   

Nelson   Sloane     
Darcy   Meade   

For   wonderful   listening   and   creating   very   impressive   artwork.   
For   trying   so   hard   and   taking   great   pride   in   the   presentation   of   your   
art.   
 

PE   Piper   Kenna   For   having   a   positive   attitude   and   having   a   go   at   everything.   
 



  

  

  

Pastoral   Care   Worker-   clare   jehu   
School   Connection:   

Benefits   of   a   strong   parent-school   relationship.   
As   a   parent,   you   know   your   child   be�er   than   anyone   else.   Your   child’s   teachers   will   want   to   get   to   know   your   

child   also.   

When   a   strong   and   respec�ul   rela�onship   is   developed   with   your   child’s   school   and   teachers,   you’re   in   a   good   
posi�on   to   give   them   the   informa�on   they   need   to   help   your   child   get   the   most   out   of   educa�on.   You   and   your   

child’s   teachers   can   work   together   to   support   your   child’s   learning   and   wellbeing.   

When   everybody   is   working   together   in   the   best   interests   of   your   child,   he/she   is   likely   to   reap    academic   and   
social   benefits,    like:   

·    a   posi�ve   a�tude   towards   school   
·    posi�ve   social   and   rela�onship   skills   

·    regular   school   a�endance   
·    posi�ve   school   results   
·    a   sense   of   wellbeing   
·    school   comple�on   

·    progression   to   post-secondary   educa�on   like   TAFE,   university   or   appren�ceships.   

How   to   build   a   strong   parent-school   relationship.   

You   can   build   a   parent-school   rela�onship   in   several   ways:   
•   Be   involved   in   the   school   community   in   whatever   ways   you   can.   

•   Become   an   ac�ve   member   of   the   Parents   and   Friends   Associa�on   
•   Assist   with   learning   and   spor�ng   programs,   excursions   and   ac�vi�es.   

•   Talk   informally   with   teachers   at   school   drop-off   and   pick-up   �mes.   
•   Phone   to   book   an   appointment   to   have   a   formal   discussion   with   a   teacher.   

•   Go   to   parent-teacher   interviews   and   parent   mee�ngs.   
•   Check   the   school   website   and   newsle�ers   regularly.   

Crea�ng   a   rela�onship   with   your   child’s   school   is   a   two-way   process.   You   can   ask   the   school   and   teachers   for   
informa�on   or   feedback   and   you   can   also   share   your   child’s   special   events   or   achievements   outside   school.   

Talking   posi�vely   about   school   and   its   staff   sends   a   message   that   you   value   educa�on   and   are   interested   in   
your   child’s   school.   

    

Adapted   from     raisingchildren.net.au   
  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=hyperlink+in+word&form=IENTHT&mkt=en-au&httpsmsn=1&refig=9c5a45b774ae4ddc9d38957a6f2ebd29&sp=3&qs=AS&pq=hyperlink&sk=AS1&sc=8-9&cvid=9c5a45b774ae4ddc9d38957a6f2ebd29
https://www.bing.com/search?q=hyperlink+in+word&form=IENTHT&mkt=en-au&httpsmsn=1&refig=9c5a45b774ae4ddc9d38957a6f2ebd29&sp=3&qs=AS&pq=hyperlink&sk=AS1&sc=8-9&cvid=9c5a45b774ae4ddc9d38957a6f2ebd29


  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  


